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Heritage MileOne Auto-
group has donated a record
$80,000 to Weekend Back-
packs Baltimore's food bag
program, providing meals for
an entire month to local chil-
dren and their families,

The donation will provide
8,000 bagzs of food, with each
containing enough nourish-
ment for a family of three for
the weekend. The donation
will enable the delivery of ap-
proximately 144,000 nutri-
tious meals, impacting an esti-
mated 24.000 people.

Weekend Backpacks Balti-
more officials said the dona-
tion is the langest
the 10-year-old nonprofit has
ever received. The new part-
nership will help provide nu-
tritious weekend meals to
famibies during the first month
of the school year.

“The start of the school year
can beaparticularly challeng-
ing time for families as they
manage increased expenses
for school supplies, clothing
shoes and other necessities.
With rising food costs adding
to these challenges, relisble ac-
cess to nutritious weekend
meals can provide critical sup-
port for children and their

Employees at a MilkeOne Autogroup dealership pack greceries for schoolchiidren and thov families,
COURTESY OF MILEONE AUTOGROUP

families,” said Fred Hassell,
executive director of Week-
end Backpacks Baltimore,
Heritage MileOne Auto-
group’s investment will help

thousands of city schoolchil-
dren retum to the classroom
nourished, focused and ready
to leamn, while easing the fi-
nancial burden on families and

demonstrating the company’s
commitment tostrengthening
the communities it serves,
Heritage MileOne Aute-
group employees and leader-

ship are participating in pack-
ing events at multiple dealer-
ships across the Baltimore
area to pack 10-pound week-
end food bags that will be

taken to Baltimore City
schools and distributed to
schools.

“By helping reduce road-
blocks like food insecurity, we
hope to support children and
their families, empower stu-
dents and provide them with
the resources they need to suc-
ceed;” said Amanda Kodeck,
chief giving officer for Mile-
One Autogroap. “This effort

allows our employees to
be part of the solution by en-
gaging in hands-on commu-
nity service and helping make
ameaningful difference inthe
lives of local families™

“Food insecurity can create
challenges that extend beyond
access to meals, impacting a
child's ability to focus, partici-
pate and succeed” Hassell
said. “Through the support of
Heritage MileOne Autogroup
and its employees, we cancon-
tinue providing reliable week-
end food resources to families
and help remove one more
barrier for students as they
work toward a successful
school year”

David Smith, principal
owner of The Baltimore Sun,
also holds a controlling inter-
estin MikeOne Autogroup, the
parent company of the Heri-
tage automotive division.



